
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Cookie Policy 

Document Control 

Issue No: 7.0 

Issue Date: July 2026 



 

Trust Vision 

  Vision:  ‘All pupils achieve the highest standard of educational 
outcomes regardless of circumstances or background.’ 

 

• The Trust has been established through a shared belief that lives can be 

transformed by what goes on in schools. We believe that the process of 
teaching and learning shapes futures. To this end, our vision is to give every 
pupil learning experiences that excite and give them the power to begin to 

shape their own lives. 
 

1. Background 
 

1.1 The following information describes the cookies the Trust may use on its 
websites and what the Trust uses them for. 
 

1.2 As a provider of education services and information the Trust wants to make 
the use of its sites as easy, useful, and reliable as possible. Where services 

are delivered on the internet, this sometimes involves placing small 
amounts of information on an individual’s device e.g., on their computer or 
mobile phone. This includes small files known as cookies. Cookies cannot 

be used to identify an individual personally. 
 

1.3 These pieces of information are used to improve the user experience and 

service through: 
 

• enabling a service to recognise or accept a device so the individual 

does not have to give the same information several times during one 
task. 

• recognising or accepting that the individual may already have given a 

username and password so does not need to do it for every web page 
requested. 

• measuring how many people are using its services, so the Trust can 
make them easier to use and there is enough capacity to ensure 
services can be received quickly. 

 

1.4 For note: Some of the cookies used on our websites may collect 
information that is considered personal data under the UK GDPR, such as 

IP addresses or unique device identifiers. While cookies themselves may 
not always identify individuals directly, when combined with other data 
(such as analytics or login information), they may be used to recognise or 

track users. We treat any such information in accordance with our Data 
Protection Policy and ensure that appropriate safeguards are in place. 

Consent is always obtained before setting non-essential cookies that may 
involve personal data processing. 

 

 
 

 



 

2. Consent Method 
 

2.1 When you visit our website, we will ask for your consent to place non-
essential cookies (such as those used for analytics or social media 

integration) on your device. These cookies will not be set unless you choose 
to accept them. 
 

2.2 We use a cookie banner to provide clear information about the types of 
cookies we use and to give you control over which ones you allow. You can 
choose to: 

 

• Accept all cookies. 
• Reject non-essential cookies. 

• Customise your cookie preferences. 
 

2.3 You can change or withdraw your consent at any time by selecting the 
cookie settings link, available in the footer of each page. 
 

2.4 Essential cookies, which are necessary for the website to function (e.g. login 
authentication or accessibility settings), are always enabled and do not 

require user consent. 
 

2.5 For more information about the types of cookies we use and how long they 

remain on your device, please see the Cookie Table section below. 
 

3. Cookie Categorisation 
 

3.1 The Trust uses Google Analytics to collect information about visitor 
behaviour on both the Trust and school websites. Google Analytics stores 

information about what pages are visited, for how long, how individuals 
accessed the site and what they clicked on. This analytics data is collected 
via a JavaScript tag in the pages of websites and is not tied to personally 

identifiable information. The Trust does not collect or store personal 
information e.g., names and addresses so information cannot be used to 

identify who individuals are. More information about Google's position on 
privacy regarding its analytics service can be found here: Privacy Policy – 
Privacy & Terms – Google 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://policies.google.com/privacy?hl=en-US
https://policies.google.com/privacy?hl=en-US


 

Cookie Name Provider Purpose Category Duration 
_ga Google 

Analytics 

Registers a unique 

ID that is used to 
generate statistical 
data on how the 
visitor uses the 
website. 

Analytics 2 years 

_gid Google 

Analytics 

Registers a unique 

ID that is used to 
generate statistical 
data on how the 
visitor uses the 
website. 

Analytics 24 hours 

_gat Google 

Analytics 

Used to throttle 

request rate. 

Analytics 1 minute 

NID Google Stores user 
preferences and 

information when 
viewing pages with 

Google maps on 
them. 

Functional 6 months 

1P_JAR Google Used to gather 
website statistics 
and track conversion 
rates. 

Marketing 1 month 

CONSENT Google Stores the user's 
cookie consent state 
for the current 
domain. 

Necessary 20 years 

viewed_cookie_policy drb Ignite 
Trust 

Stores the user's 
consent to the use of 
cookies. 

Necessary 1 year 

cookielawinfo-
checkbox-necessary 

drb Ignite 
Trust 

Stores the user's 
consent to the use of 
necessary cookies. 

Necessary 1 year 

cookielawinfo-
checkbox-non-
necessary 

drb Ignite 
Trust 

Stores the user's 
consent to the use of 
non-necessary 
cookies. 

Necessary 1 year 

 

For Note: 
 

• Analytics Cookies: Used to collect information about how visitors interact 
with the website. This data helps in understanding visitor behaviour and 

improving the website. 
• Functional Cookies: Enable the website to provide enhanced functionality 

and personalisation. They may be set by third-party providers whose 

services have been added to the website. 
• Marketing Cookies: Used to track visitors across websites. The intention is 

to display ads that are relevant and engaging for the individual user. 
• Necessary Cookies: Essential for the website to function properly. These 

cookies ensure basic functionalities and security features of the website. 
 

3.2 Please note that the exact cookies used can vary over time and may depend 
on user interactions with the website. For a comprehensive and up-to-date 

list, it's recommended to perform a cookie audit using tools like Cookiebot 
or OneTrust. 

 



 

4. Social media 
 

4.1 The Trust uses third-party plug-ins for some of the social media 
functionality on the Trust and school websites. These third-party services 

may use cookies and although the Trust has chosen to use these plug-ins, 
it does not have control over cookies that may be set by these services. 

These cookies may also vary depending on whether individuals are logged 
in to any of the social media services below whilst browsing the Trust or 
school websites. 

 

FACEBOOK 
 

4.2 The Trust and its schools may use the Like and Share buttons, provided by 

Facebook, on some pages, including news stories and job vacancies.  These 
are used to let visitors easily share pages or articles with friends and 

colleagues via Facebook. The Facebook Privacy Policy can be viewed here: 
https://www.facebook.com/privacy/policy/ 

 

X (FORMERLY TWITTER) 
 

4.3 The Trust and its schools may use X, on some pages, including news stories 

and job vacancies. The Trust and its schools use this to let visitors easily 
share pages or articles with friends and colleagues via X. The X Privacy 
Policy can be viewed here: https://x.com/en/privacy 

 

GOOGLE/YOUTUBE 
 

4.4 Some pages on the Trust and its schools’ sites may contain embedded 

YouTube videos. YouTube is owned by Google. The Google Privacy Policy 
can be viewed here: https://policies.google.com/privacy 

 

5. Online forms 
 

5.1 To manage and help to prevent spam, the Trust and its schools limit the 
number of messages that can be sent per week via online forms. If an 

individual sends us a message in this way, the individual’s computer IP 
address is stored for no more than seven days, after which it is 

automatically removed from the Trust system. No personal information is 
stored. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fprivacy%2Fpolicy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmsheldon%40drbignitemat.org%7C413078d2cca34fb13b7b08dda4eea20c%7C1a970741c0da436893693ba2f5922acb%7C0%7C0%7C638848067038215527%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BoWJjRLdkRbDViC%2BimEhd9aXKEdbYD4iyB2oM8or0jY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2Fen%2Fprivacy&data=05%7C02%7Cmsheldon%40drbignitemat.org%7C413078d2cca34fb13b7b08dda4eea20c%7C1a970741c0da436893693ba2f5922acb%7C0%7C0%7C638848067038252088%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yhzl6oSzqRAgL%2Fpz20O3Hsd%2FvM1Y%2F3CpDG8ZrBoDVgY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpolicies.google.com%2Fprivacy&data=05%7C02%7Cmsheldon%40drbignitemat.org%7C413078d2cca34fb13b7b08dda4eea20c%7C1a970741c0da436893693ba2f5922acb%7C0%7C0%7C638848067038276499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rzKBfiiMvUR4uzTuYpfxGVvBY9nkkgNxajiIhnWZRGE%3D&reserved=0


 

Policy Monitoring and Review 
 

This Policy is reviewed annually by the Director of IT and Compliance (DPO). 
Should there be any changes/further national guidance issued relevant to this 

Policy, it will be updated accordingly prior to the review date shown above and 
referred to the next Trust board meeting.  
 

Monitoring and Review: Data Protection Officer 
IT Team 

Staff responsible: Data Protection Officer 
IT Team 

Headteachers 

Committee responsible: Audit and Risk Committee 

Date approved: July 2026 

Next review: July 2027 

Date approved by Trust 

Chair: 
 

 
Date:  July 2026 

 

Change Management   
 

Issue No Change Date Change description 

1.0 Aug 2018 Initial release 

2.0 Sept 2018 Rebranded 

3.0 Nov 2018 Reviewed 

4.0 Nov 2021 Reviewed 

5.0 July 2024 Reviewed 

6.0 July 2025 Review and updated 

7.0 July 2026 Review 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


