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Firstly, I’d like to wish you all a very happy new year, one that 
I hope is safe, enjoyable and successful for you all.  Teachers 
enjoyed a really successful training day on Monday 8th  
January.  We completed a range of professional development 
including: trips, risk assessments, behaviour management, 
Rights, guided reading and phonics.  We covered a lot and it 
was a really successful day.   

The teachers have been focussing on reimplemenƟng the 
Wychall Golden RouƟnes and children have seƩled back really 
quickly and successfully. We are focussing on Being Resilient 
as our next Wychall Behaviour ExpectaƟon. Year 6 enjoyed 
their visit to Steelhouse Lane, as part of their learning journey 
of Crime and Punishment.  Steelhouse Lane is a Grade II listed 
building and the Lock-up opened in 1891, operaƟng unƟl 
2016. A tunnel that goes under Colebridge Passage separates 
the building. It allowed prisoners to be sent to the courts  
directly from the cells. The children behaved brilliantly on the 
trip and were a real credit to the school.  It inspired lots of  
conversaƟons on their return.  See pictures below. 
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Cold weather:  The forecast over the next few weeks is for a 
really cold snap.  Please ensure children come to school 
dressed appropriately. A warm coat, hat, scarf and gloves is 
advised, along with appropriate footwear.  We will aim to 
get the children outside for playƟmes if the playground is 
safe, so please ensure children are dressed appropriately.   

 

AƩendance:  Please ensure that your child aƩends school 
regularly. I am working very closely with Mrs. Porter, Miss 
Stanley and the Trust to raise levels of aƩendance which sƟll 
fall short of pre pandemic levels.  We would like to work  
collaboraƟvely with parents to improve aƩendance, and will 
be idenƟfying children who can be supported through the 
FastTrack process.  Research shows that high levels of 
aƩendance impacts posiƟvely on both aƩainment and  
progress.  Our target for all children is 96%. 
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We would like to welcome back Mr Ali, Site Manager, aŌer a 
long absence due to ill health.  You may have seen him in 
school over the last week or so, and we’re pleased to have 
him back in school.  I would like to extend a warm THANK 
YOU to Mr MarƟn, who has covered this role during Mr Ali’s 
absence. We wish him all the very best for the future. 



A Message from Ms Porter 

AƩendance 

Happy New Year & Welcome Back 

· Just a friendly reminder that if your child is absent 
then please noƟfy the office or aƩendance by 
8:30am or at your earliest convenience. 

· Please make sure  you provide a valid reason for 
absence. 

 

CompeƟƟon 

· CongratulaƟons to Ahmed 
in 2PW who won last 
term’s aƩendance raffle prize of an android  
tablet.  

· This term’s aƩendance raffle prize is a mystery 
family fay out! 

· To be in a chance of winning then you must 
have 97% or more aƩendance by the Ɵme the 
prize is drawn on 21st March 2024. Good Luck! 

Parking conƟnues to be a concern around school at the 

drop off and collecƟon Ɵme.  We have  

received a number of complaints from local  

residents about inconsiderate, illegal and  

dangerous parking, along with further concerns from 

parents.  The public is now being encouraged to contact 

Birmingham City Council directly at the link below, to 

report vehicles that are parked  

illegally.  Please see the link below.  

hƩps://www.birmingham.gov.uk/info/20109/
parking/1983/report_an_illegally_parked_vehicle  

Key Dates and InformaƟon 

· Tuesday 16th January 2024 - Y6 Parent MeeƟng - SATS - 15:30 and 17:00 
· Monday 22nd January - Living Eggs will be in school 
· Friday 2nd February - Year 5 Trip to the Black Country Museum 
· Friday 9th February -  Break up for half term 
· Monday 19th February - Return to school 
· Tuesday 27th February - Parents’ Evening 16:00 - 18:30 - Uniform SwapShop 
· Thursday 29th February - Parents’ Evening 15:30 - 17:30 - Uniform SwapShop 
· Tuesday 5th March - 6ST Parent MeeƟngs 
· Thursday 7th March - 6JF Parent MeeƟngs 
· Thursday 7th March - World Book Day - Dress up as a book character 
· Thursday 14th March - Year 2 MulƟplicaƟon Workshops 
· Friday 15th March - Red Nose Day - Wear something red and bring a donaƟon.  
· Friday 22nd March - AuƟsm Awareness Day - ’Light it up blue’ - Wear something blue 

day.  
· Friday 22nd March - Spring Disco 



Online Safety - Group Chats 

Occurring through messaging apps, on social media and in online games, group chats are among the most 
popular ways that young people engage with their peers online. 

 
Involving, by definiƟon, three or more individuals, these groups allow users to send messages, images and  
videos to everyone in one place. While they are useful for helping friends, people with shared interests or 

members of a club to communicate and coordinate acƟviƟes, they can also leave young people feeling  
excluded and bullied – as well as providing opportuniƟes for inappropriate content to be shared and viewed. 

 
Please see the poster here for further informaƟon and advice.   



Household Support Fund 

What to do if you are worried about a child 
We are very lucky that we have such a supporƟve community, whereby families oŌen contact us directly if they 
have seen or know something of concern relaƟng to any of our pupils. We appreciate that families and the      
community are the eyes and ears for vulnerable children so please see below organisaƟons that you can contact 
directly if you have genuine concerns about the safety and wellbeing of any child. 

 

West Midlands Police - 999 (if the child is in immediate danger) 

NSPCC - 0808 800 5000 - Report child abuse 

Children's Advice and Support Service (CASS) - 0121 303 1888 or cass@birminghamchildrenstrust.co.uk 

Online InformaƟon from the NSPCC for parents can be found at: hƩps://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-
safe/online-safety/ 

Household support fund is sƟll taking applicaƟons unƟl March 2024.If you have not made an applicaƟon within 
the last 12 months please email enquiry@wychall.drbignitemat.org with your contact details and a member of the 
pastoral team will call you for more informaƟon.  

PromoƟng Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Many of us look at the start of a new year as a way to refresh and set new habits, but January can also feel very 
overwhelming with the return to school and the added pressure of potenƟally long – and unrealisƟc – lists of New 
Year’s ResoluƟons. So, we are inviƟng you to take a step back and make small steps towards our children having a 
happier, healthier them to kick-start 2024.   
 
We all have moments where we feel overwhelmed by what life throws at us. It is normal to feel stressed, worried, 
angry. The key is to know you will feel beƩer.  Here are some acƟviƟes to improve your children's wellbeing: 
· Focus on the posiƟves 
· Try something you would normally avoid  
· Recognise what you are good at 
· Be kind to yourself 
 
For more useful informaƟon and acƟviƟes please head to the links below: 
 
Building Your Self Esteem www.childrensociety.org.uk/informaƟon/young-people/well-being/acƟviƟes/Ɵps-building-self
-esteem 
Pause hubs | Forward Thinking Birmingham hƩps://forwardthinkingbirmingham.nhs.uk/pause 

Food Aid 
If your are in a posiƟon whereby you are struggling to provide meals for yourself or children, please come and see 
us. We are a food bank referral agency. 

The B30 foodbank operates from Friends MeeƟng House in CoƩeridge on Tuesdays and Fridays weekly. 

If you feel this service would benefit you please come and speak to Miss Stanley or Mrs Jones in confidence.  


