
 

Reception Curriculum Map Overview  
 
 

 
 

Autumn One 
I wonder what 

makes me unique… 

Autumn Two 
I wonder why we 

have festivals… 

Spring One 

I wonder what it 
was like in the 

past… 

Spring Two 
I wonder how things 

grow… 

Summer One 
I wonder who helps 

us… 

Summer Two 
I wonder what the 

world is like… 

Important 

Dates 

Roald Dahl Day 

(13.09) 

Pirate Day (19.09) 
Recycling Week 

(20.09) 

National Fitness Day 

(22.09) 
Autumn Equinox 

(22.09) 

World’s Biggest Coffee 

Morning (25.09) 
Rosh Hashanah 

(25.09) 

World Space Week 

(04.10) 
Harvest Festival 

(23.10) 

Black History Month 

(Oct) 

Day of the Dead 

(01.11) 

Bonfire Night (05.11) 
Maths Week (08.11) 

Remembrance Day 

(11.11) 

Anti-Bullying Week 
(14.11) 

Nursery Rhyme Week 

(14.11) 

Children in Need 
(18.11) 

Thanksgiving (24.11) 

Advent (27.11) 

Christingle (01.12) 
Christmas Jumper 

Day (09.12) 

Hanukkah (18.12) 

Winter (21.12) 

RSPB’s Big School’s 

Birdwatch (05.01) 

Penguin Awareness 
Day (20.01) 

Burns Night (25.01) 

Storytelling Week 

(29.01) 
NSPCC Number Day 

(04.02) 

Lunar New Year 

(12.02) 
Valentines Day 

(14.02) 

 

Sports Relief (17.02) 

Engineers Week 

(21.02) 
Spring (20.03) 

St David’s Day (01.03) 

Pancake Day (01.03) 

World Book Day 
(03.03) 

British Science Week 

(11.03) 

Red Nose Day (17.03) 
St Patrick’s Day (17.03) 

Holi (18.03) 

Mothers Day (27.03) 

 
 

Eid (21.04) 

The Queens Birthday 

(21.04) 
Earth Day (22.04) 

St George’s Day (23.04) 

Ramadan (23.04) 

May Day (01.05) 
Outdoor Classroom Day 

(19.05) 

World Bee Day (20.05) 

 

Pride Month (June) 

Dinosaur Day (01.06) 

Butterfly Awareness Day 
(04.06) 

World Ocean Day (08.06) 

Healthy Eating Week 

(13.06) 
Father Day (18.06) 

Insect Week (20.06) 

Summer (21.06) 

World Chocolate Day 
(07.07) 

 

Possible Text 

Ideas 

Our House 

Topsy and Tim start 

school 

The Nativity 

Dipal’s Diwali 

Funny Bones 

 

When I was young 

Ruby’s Chinese New 

Year 

Today is Monday 
Here we go digging 

for dinosaur bones  

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

How do baby animals 

grow 

Katie and the 
sunflowers 

From egg to chicken  

The enormous turnip 

 
 

Busy people: Teacher 

Topsy and Tim meet the 

police 

When I grow up 
Supermum 

 

Handa’s surprise 

Commotion in the Ocean 

 

Trips/Worksh

ops/Performa

nces 

Early Reading and 

Phonics 

Christmas show  Easter bonnet parade 

Trip to the farm 

  



 
 

Personal, 

Social & 

Emotional 

Development 

Class rules 
Sharing interests 

Sharing hobbies 

Identifying feelings 

 

School rules and 
values 

Setting goals 

Listening to others 

Responsibility 

 

Making the right 
choices 

Confidence and 

independence 

Consequences 

Being kind 
Oral hygiene 

Effects of behaviour 
Perseverance and 

resilience 

Being a good friend 

Internet Safety 

Healthy eating 

Managing feelings 
Calming Techniques 

Having different opinions 

Being unique 

Importance of sleep 

Road safety 
Problem Solving 

Resolving Conflicts 

Being safe in the sun 

Getting ready for year 

one 

 

Communicatio

n and 
Language 

 

 

  

Start a conversation. 

Use social phrases. 

Use talk in play. 
Listen when 

addressed. 

Join in with nursery 

rhymes. 

Joining in with 

repeated refrains in 

stories 
Asking and answering 

‘who’ questions’ 

Begin to retell 

events/stories. 
To use new 

vocabulary. 

Introduce storyline 

into play.  
Listen carefully. 

 

 

Discussing key 

events in a story. 

Asking and 
answering ‘when’ 

questions 

Small group 

discussions 
Using present tense. 

Show understanding 

of prepositions.  

Understand why 
listening is 

important.  

Use vocabulary 

focused on objects 
and people of 

importance to them.  

Identifying characters 

in a story. 

Listen to a range of 
stories with increasing 

recall.  

Small group 

discussions. 
Using connectives to 

join ideas. 

Recognise appropriate 

times to speak and let 
other person finish 

before talking.  

 

Linking events in a story 

to own experiences.  

Asking and answering 
‘why’ questions. 

Whole class discussions. 

Using past tense. 

To extend vocabulary. 
 

Sequence story/real life 

events in detail. 

Hot seating. 
Whole class discussions. 

Using future tense. 

To articulate ideas and 

thoughts in well-formed 
sentences. 



 
 

Physical 

Development 

 

 

 

Dance 
Gross Motor 

To dance and move in 

different directions 

Develop actions that 

are 
light/strong/big/small, 

fast/slow and stillness 

To express emotions 

through movement- 
happy, sad, excited, 

surprised, tired… 

To perform 

movements from 
existing dance 

traditions. 

 

 
Fine Motor 

Thread beads 

Pinching, pressing, 

squeezing, moulding.  
Use tweezers to pick 

up objects. 

Hold a pencil with a 

tripod grasp. 
 

Health and 

Wellbeing 

To take off own coat. 
To pull down pants to 

use toilet. 

to wash and dry own 

hands. 
to communicate when 

they need the toilet. 

 

Gymnastics 
Gross Motor 

To walk on a balance 

beam 

To travel around, 

under, over and 
through balance and 

climbing equipment 

To create intended 

movements to create 
a sequence. 

To compare and 

contrast movements 

 
 

 

 

Fine Motor 
Scissor skills 

Chopping with a knife 

Using cotton 

buds/paintbrushes to 
form letters 

Make simple 

shapes/letter shapes 

 
Health and 

Wellbeing 

To undress 

independently. 
To zip coat mostly 

independently. 

To put on socks 

correctly. 
To use the toilet 

independently.  

 

 

Multi-Skills 
Gross Motor 

To move 

energetically and 

change pathways to 

avoid others and 
obstacles. 

To know the correct 

body position for 

throwing and 
catching. 

To have increasing 

control over an 

object by touching, 
pushing, patting, 

throwing, kicking or 

catching. 

To ride a balance 
bike. 

 

Fine Motor 

Stacking and 
balancing 

Letter formation 

‘around’ letters 

Letter formation 
‘down’ letters 

Using a knife and 

fork to cut 

 
Health and 

Wellbeing 

To dress 

independently. 
To put on shoes 

correctly. 

To fasten zip 

correctly.  
To collaborate with 

others. 

To brush own teeth. 

Games 
Gross Motor 

To throw a ball 

underarm. 

To step forward with 

leg on same side as 
throwing arm. 

To catch a small ball 

using hands only. 

To know the correct 
body position for 

throwing and catching. 

 

 
 

 

 

Fine Motor 
Weaving and wrapping 

Letter formation ‘down 

letters’ 

Letter formation ‘curly’ 
letters 

Letter formation ‘zig-

zag’ letters 

 
 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

To button and unbutton 
mostly independently. 

 To begin to be able to 

assess basic risks 

before undertaking an 
activity or action. 

Athletics 
Gross Motor 

To move around safely. 

To jump forward without 

falling. 

To move energetically 
and change pathways to 

avoid others and 

obstacles. 

To know the correct body 
position for throwing and 

catching. 

To have increasing 

control over an object.  
 

 

 

Fine Motor 
Capital letter formation 

A-M 

Using small tools 

Doing up buttons 
 

 

 

 
 

Health and Wellbeing 

To communicate why it is 

important to brush our 
teeth 

To consistently make 

healthy choices in their 

eating and try new food 
or drinks.  

To more independently 

be able to assess basic 

risks before undertaking 
an activity or action. 

Athletics  
Gross Motor 

To move around safely. 

To jump forward without 

falling. 

To move energetically 
and change pathways to 

avoid others and 

obstacles. 

To know the correct body 
position for throwing and 

catching. 

To have increasing 

control over an object.  
 

 

 

Fine Motor 
Capital letter formation 

N-Z 

Doing up laces 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Health and Wellbeing 

To be able to assess 

basic risks before 
undertaking an activity 

or action. 



 
 

Literacy  

 

 

 

Phonics 
Little Wandle Autumn 

1  

 

Comprehension 

Make comments 
Ask questions about 

book 

Begin to understand 

new vocabulary 
Understand 5 key 

concepts of print 

Immerse into stories 

using props. 
Join in with nursery 

rhymes. 

 

Writing 
To ascribe meaning to 

marks or written 

patterns.  

To use letter like 
shapes to write own 

name.  

 

Phonics 
Little Wandle Autumn 

2 

 

Comprehension 

Listen to and engage 
with story times, 

offering comments. 

Describe key 

events/ideas in some 
detail. 

 

 

 
 

 

Writing 

Writing initial sounds. 
Writing CVC words. 

 

 

Phonics 
Little Wandle Spring 

1  

 

Comprehension 

Use proper/role play 
to retell a story. 

Use new vocabulary 

with increasing 

accuracy.  
Know some nursery 

rhymes and story 

songs by heart. 

 
 

 

Writing 

To write most letters 
correctly. 

Write CVC words. 

Writing captions. 

Writing lists. 
 

 

 

Phonics 
Little Wandle Spring 2  

 

Comprehension 

Retell stories using 

some exact familiarity 
and some of their own 

words.  

Engage in a variety of 

texts, including non-
fiction.  

 

 

 
 

 

Writing 

Writing captions. 
Writing phrases 

To write letters 

correctly. 

 
 

 

Phonics 
Little Wandle Summer 1  

 

Comprehension 

Begin to predict what 

could happen next.  
Engage in a variety of 

texts, including non-

fiction.  

Articulate their ideas and 
thoughts in well-formed 

sentences.  

 

 
 

Writing 

Writing phrases. 

Write simple sentences. 
To spell some words 

correctly. 

 

 
 

 

 

Phonics 
Little Wandle Summer 2  

 

Comprehension 

Engage in a variety of 

texts, including non-
fiction.  

Articulate their ideas and 

thoughts in well-formed 

sentences.  
  

 

 

 
 

Writing 

To write short sentences 

in meaningful contexts. 

 
Mathematics 

 

*days of the 

week Dnd 
months of the 

year will be 

covered during 

registration* 
 

 

 

White Rose 
Counting out loud 

Counting in 

correspondence 

Key times of the day,  
class routines.  

Introduction to 

positional language 

Match and sort 
Compare amounts 

 

White Rose 
Representing numbers 

to 5 

Comparing numbers 

to 5 
Composing numbers 

to 5 

Identifying 2D shapes 

Using positional 
language 

Identifying one more 

and one less 

Subitising to 3 
 

 

 

White Rose 
Identifying 0 

Comparing numbers 

to 8 

Composing numbers 
to 8 

Comparing mass 

Comparing capacity 

Making pairs 
Combining two 

groups 

Subitising to 5 

Number bonds to 5 
Length  

Height 

Time  

White Rose 
Length and height 

Time 

Comparing numbers to 

10 
Number bonds to 10 

3D Shapes 

Repeating patterns 

Subitising to 10 
Number bonds to 10 

(addition) 

3D shapes 

Repeating patterns 
 

White Rose 
Building numbers beyond 

10 

Counting patterns 

beyond 10 
Spatial reasoning 

Adding more 

Taking away 

Shape arrangements 
Subitising to 10 

Numbers bond to 10 

 

White Rose 
Doubling 

Sharing and grouping 

Even and odd 

Positioning 
Patterns 

Subitising to 10 

Number bonds to 10 

3D shapes 
Repeating patterns 

2D shapes 

Positional language 

Doubling facts 



 
 

Understandin

g the world 

 

 

 

Draw a picture of 
familiar place. 

Talk about members 

of the family.  

To explore 

Make comments 
Ask questions.  

To talk about 

similarities between 

people. 
Autumn. 

To listen and engage 
To discuss similarities 

and differences 

Name special events 

and celebrations 

Know information can 
be retrieved from 

computers and other 

technology. 

Autumn/winter. 

Understand ordering 
language e.g. first, 

next. 

Say what might 

happen on special 

days. 
Compare and 

contrast characters 

from the past. 

Know if something is 
past or present.  

Winter/spring.  

Life cycle of a… 
Spring 

The Christian Easter 

Story 

Know what 

animals/plants need to 
grow. 

To talk about changes.  

To know the stages of 

human growth from a 
baby to an adult.  

St George 
Know country we live in. 

Know similarities and 

differences between 

people. 

Spring/summer. 
Know about different 

occupations and what 

they do.  

Know the purpose of 
some technological 

features.  

 

To know that not all 
countries are the same.  

To describe landmarks or 

places that are familiar to 

them.  

Use a simple map. 
Summer. 

Know different types of 

materials.  

Listen and engage in 
discussions around 

stories about different 

countries and cultures.  

Discuss similarities and 
differences between life 

in this country and life in 

another country.  

 
Expressive 

arts and 

design  

 
 

 

Singing nursery 
rhymes. 

Drawing circles and 

lines. 

Large paint brushes. 
Choose colour for 

purpose. 

Explore different 

materials freely.  
Know that a portrait is 

a picture of someone.  

 

Singing nursery 
rhymes. 

Enjoy moving to 

music. 

Notice changes in 
music e.g. tempo. 

Move in time to the 

music.  

Choregraph own 
dance. 

Perform songs as part 

of a group. 

More accurate 
drawing of people and 

objects.  

 

Clapping to a 
rhythm. 

Making collages. 

Use a variety of 

tools.  
Explore different 

textures. 

 

Playing instruments. 
Paint/draw from direct 

observation. 

To talk about what they 

have produced. 
Use different 

techniques for joining. 

Matching a pitch. 
Mixing watercolour paints 

3D collages. 

Describe simple 

techniques used.  
Make representations of 

animals or people. 

 

 

Performing  
Listen and learn songs 

and rhymes from 

different cultures around 

the world. 
Printing.  

 

 


